The anesthesia record.
The standard format of preoperative, perioperative, and postoperative patient anesthesia records, the categories of information included, and pharmacists use of this information are described. On the preoperative evaluation form, the anesthesiologist or anesthetist records information on the physical status of the patient and an overall impression of the anesthetic risk. The perioperative record is used for notation of the administration of anesthetic agents, fluids, blood products, and other medications and for recording vital signs, anesthetic and surgical interventions, and airway maintenance; this record shows a dynamic account of the patient's responses throughout the operation. Finally, the anesthesiologist notes postoperative problems related to anesthesia on the postoperative section of the record. The anesthesia record can be used by pharmacists for medication scheduling and therapeutic drug monitoring, assessment of fluid status, evaluation of hemodynamic response to drug and fluid interventions, quality assurance, and drug-use reviews.